37.   TRIAL Am STATEMENT IN COURT
[AHMEDABAD,
March 11, 1922]
At Saturday noon Messrs Gandhi and Banker1 were placed before
Mr. Brown, Assistant Magistrate, the Court being held in the Divisional Com-
missioner's Office at Shahibag. The prosecution was conducted by Rao Bahadur
Girdharilal, Public Prosecutor.
The Superintendent of Police, Ahrnedabad, first witness, produced the
Bombay Government's authority to lodge a complaint for four articles published
in Toung India dated 15th June 1921 entitled "Disaffection a Virtue", dated
29th September, "Tampering with Loyalty", dated 15th December, "The
Puzzle and its Solution" and dated 23rd February 19225 "Shaking the Manes".*
He stated that the warrant was issued on the 6th instant by the District Magis-
trate, Ahmedabad, and the case was transferred to the file of Mr. Brown. Mean-
while warrants were also issued to the Superintendents of Police of Surat and
Ajmer as Mr. Gandhi was expected to be at those places. The original signed
articles and issues of the paper in which these appeared were also produced as
evidence.
Mr. Gharda, Registrar, Appellate side, Bombay High Court, second witness,
produced correspondence between Mr. Gandhi, the Editor of Tcfwg India and
Mr. Kennedy, District Judge, Ahmedabad. Mr. Chatfield, Magistrate of
Ahmedabad, was the next witness. He testified to the security deposited by
Mr. Gandhi and the declaration of Mr. S. Banker as printer of Toung India.
Two formal police witnesses were then produced.
Accused declined to cross-examine the witnesses.
Mr. M. K. Gandhi, 53, farmer and weaver by profession, residing at
Satyagraha Ashram, Sabarmati, said:
I only want to state that, when the proper time comes, I
shall plead "guilty" so far as disaffection towards Government is
concerned. It is true that I am the Editor of Toung India, that
the articles read in my presence were written by me and that the
proprietors and publishers permitted me to control the whole of
policy of the paper. That is all.3
1 Shankerlal Banker, printer and publisher of Toung India.  He was arrested
and convicted along with Gandhiji.
2 For the text of the first article, vide Vol. XX, pp. 220-1; for those of the
second and the third, Vol. XXI, and for that of the fourth, Vol. XXII.
3 This paragraph is extracted from the "Statement of the Accused"  as
recorded in the Court and reproduced in Trial of Gandhiji, pp.  136-7.   The
Hindu report had verbal variations.